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VHA Infection Control Risk Assessment

for Construction, Renovation and Maintenance

Table 3 - Patient Risk Cateqgory

Using Table 3, identify the patient risk category for each area listed in Table 2. Of the patient risk
categories identified, select the one with the greatest risk as the overall Patient Risk Category for the

activity.

Overall Patient Risk Category determined from Table 3 (Low, Medium, High, or Highest):

Low Risk

Non-patient care areas
such as:

Medium Risk

Patient care support
areas such as:

High Risk

Patient care areas such
as:

Highest Risk

Procedural, invasive,
sterile support and highly
compromised patient care
areas such as:

e Public hallways and
gathering areas not
In clinical areas

e Office areas not in
clinical areas

e Breakrooms not in
clinical areas

e Bathrooms or locker
rooms not in clinical
areas

e Mechanical/electrical
rooms not in clinical
areas

e Waiting areas

e Clinical
engineering
(biomedical)

e Materials
management

o Sterile
processing
department —
dirty side

e Kitchen,
cafeteria, gift
shop, coffee
shop, and food
Kiosks

e Patient care rooms
and areas, including
spinal cord injury
units

e All acute care units,
iIncluding mental
health

e All outpatient units
and clinics

e Emergency
department

e Community Living
Centers,
domiciliaries, and
transitional
residences

e Employee health

e Pharmacy — general
work zone

e Medication rooms
and clean utility
rooms

e Imaging suites —
diagnostic imaging

e | aboratory

e All transplant units
e All intensive care units

e All oncology units and
chemotherapy/infusion
centers

e OR theaters and
restricted areas

e Hemodialysis units
e Procedural rooms*

e Pharmacy
compounding area

e Sterile processing
department — clean
side

e Transfusion services

e Imaging suites —
interventional imaging

e Dedicated isolation
wards/units for
iInfectious diseases

* Procedural Rooms are designated for the performance of patient care activities that may require high-level
disinfected or sterile instruments and some environmental controls but is not required to be performed with the
environmental controls of an operating room (OR). The room is intended for procedures that are performed in an
aseptic surgical field and penetrates the protective surfaces of a patient’s body (e.g., subcutaneous tissue,
mucous membranes, cornea) or entry into or opening of a sterile body cavity. Examples of these spaces include
Cardiac Catheterization Suites, Electrophysiology Suites, Endovascular/Gl Suites, Angio Suites and other spaces
which may have high risk patient populations.
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