
 

Amendments to Spec Div 01-00-00 

 

Add to the following sections of the general requirements already 

listed in the solicitation. 

 

#1 

1.1 SAFETY REQUIREMENTS 

 

B. The contractor shall submit Safety Data Sheets per OSHA, for all products, 

chemicals, etc to be used on site within 15 business days of contract award. 

Any changes to the material, products, chemicals planned for use during the 

project shall be submitted and approved 15 business days prior to bringing 

the material onsite.   
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1.2 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  

 

A. 

1. Contract normal working hours are 8 am to 4:30 pm Monday through 

Friday, excluding Federal Holidays, and approved off hours work. 
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F. Training: 

1. The Contractor’s project supervisor is required to attend GEMS and 

Safety training provided by VA St. Cloud.  Training must be attended 

prior to being designated as a job supervisor on any VA St. Cloud 

construction project. 

2. All employees of general contractor and subcontractors shall have, 

at a minimum, the 10-hour OSHA certified Construction Safety course 

and other relevant competency training, as determined by VA CP with 

input from the Infection Control Risk Assessment (ICRA) team.  

3. Submit training records of all such employees for approval before 

the start of work. 

4. Notice to proceed will be issued not less than 2 weeks after receipt 

of bonds; time extensions will not be granted because of the need 

for training.  

#4  

G.  Identification Badge: 

   All contractor employees working on this project will be required to 

obtain and wear while on VA property, a VA picture identification 

badge.  The badge will only be issued to those employees having the 

appropriate OSHA Construction Safety Cards.  All completed badge 

request forms, proof of OSHA training and any other required 

certificates shall be submitted electronically 30 business days in 

advance of working on site, submit primary contract workers information 



during the submittal period.  Contractors will then be issued a badge 

free of charge by the VA. A separate site visit prior to performing 

work by each contractor employee shall be expected to obtain a badge. 

Contractors shall not perform work without a VA issued badge. All ID 

badges must be returned upon contract completion.  There will be a $200 

charge for each PIV/Flash ID badge not returned at the end of the 

contract.  There will be a $25 charge for “facility” badges and 

“contractor” or consultant badges. Reference security procedures for 

additional information. Payments to invoices will be withheld for 

badging noncompliance.  

Contractor and subcontractor employees that will work on VA 

property  shall submit the following information to the Contracting 

Officer’s Representative (COR) when requesting a badge: 

First, middle and last name (Legal name, as shown on picture ID) 

Date of Birth (DOB) 

Social Security Number (SSN) 

Height  

Eye Color 

Hair Color 

Name of Firm or Company 

Place of Birth: Town/State 

VA Contract Number 

VA Project Name 

            Name of COR 

 

VA Badging Process is a mandated national security process. It is 

subject to change, which may require the contractor loading their 

own information into a government website. Details our 

forthcoming from the national office. 
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H. Project Acceptance (Substantial Completion): 

1. The acceptance of a project for substantial completion is to include 

the following: 

a.    The completion of all items to meet the criteria of the contract 

drawings and specifications to the satisfaction of the 

Contracting Officer (CO). Items for correction may be considered 

to be punch list items, as determined by the CO, if the COR finds 

them to be minor in correction. Value for the corrections will be 

held by the VA, as determined by the CO, until all corrections 

are completed to the satisfaction of the CO. 

b.    The VA will not accept a project, or phase of a project as 

determined by contract documents, as substantially complete until 

a complete passing test and balance report of the HVAC system has 



been submitted and accepted as complete and passing by the CO. It 

is recommended that the HVAC system be completed with sufficient 

time to make corrections to submit a passing report. A time 

extension to the contract will not be considered for corrections 

to the HVAC system that are determined by the CO to be 

installation or design errors if within the contract. 

c.    Occupancy and/or use of contractor provided/installed items does 

not require acceptance by the government. Contractor is to 

coordinate with the COR and the Contracting Officer when this 

condition exists. 

d.    In addition to the above items, the following conditions included 

in the contract shall be satisfied prior to requesting a final 

inspection to consider a substantial completion date. 

            1. All items completed within Division 1. 

      a. Occupied flushing of the building or similar 

commissioning activities identified prior to request 

of the final inspection may be considered punch list 

items subject to the discretion of the COR and 

Contracting Officer.  

            2. All items completed within Division 2 thru 8. 

            3. All items completed within Division 9. 

      a. No more than 1 patch and paint repair within 100 

linear feet of wall shall be accepted as a punch list 

condition per project/phase. Unfinished painting 

conditions shall not be accepted as punch list items 

(i.e. cuts, blemishes, flashing etc). 

      b. No more than 1 flooring repair per 200 square feet 

shall be accepted as a punch list condition. Flooring 

repair is defined as gaps between tiles, grout 

damage, grout stains, grout gaps, broken 

tiles/flooring, scratches in tile/grout/flooring, 

gaps between wall base and flooring, incomplete 

transitions, poor adhesion, discoloration, etc. 

      c. No more than 1 ceiling repair per 200 square feet 

shall be accepted as a punch list condition.  

4. All contractor furnished and/or contractor installed 

items completed within Division 10 and 11. 

5. All items completed within Division 12 thru 22. 

            6. All items completed within Division 23. 

      a. Occupied flushing of the building or similar 

commissioning activities identified prior to request 



of the final inspection may be considered punch list 

items subject to the discretion of the COR and 

Contracting Officer. 

7. All items completed within Division 25 thru 48.  

 

I. General contractor to have dedicated site superintendent that is 

assigned to this project only.  Contractor to include project 

management, site supervision and related expenses for the entire 

period of performance. 
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1.5 CONSTRUCTION SECURITY REQUIREMENTS 

 

B. Security Procedures 

Replace Spec 01-00-00 section 1.5 B. 2. with the following: 

2. Before starting work the General Contractor shall give 15 business 

days notice to the COR so that security arrangements can be provided 

for the employees.  This notice is separate from any notices required 

for utility shutdown described later in this section. 

5. All contractor and subcontractor employees working on this 

project are subject to a background investigation. VA has the 

right to refuse to badge any employee that does not pass the 

background investigation. It is expected that the contractor will 

have the employee scheduled for the issuance of a badge well in 

advance of starting work. Due to the badge process, the employee 

will not be able come to the VA, receive badge, and conduct work 

on same day. There will be a $200 fine for badges issued and not 

returned upon completion of project. 

 

6.Before starting work the General Contractor shall give 15 business 

days’ notice to the COR so that security arrangements can be provided 

for the employees.  This notice is separate from any notices required 

for utility shutdown described later in this section. 

 

7.For working outside the “regular hours” as defined in the contract, 

the General Contractor shall give 15 business days’ notice to the 

Contracting Officer and the COR so that arrangements can be made. This 

notice is separate from any notices required for utility shutdown 

described later in this section. 

8. The prime contractor shall secure the entire construction operation 

(interior and exterior, staging, work area(s), etc) to prevent 

unauthorized access and to maintain appropriate (1 or 2 hour fire 

rating) fire separation between construction activities and VA space. 

It is the contractor’s responsibility to furnish and install temporary 



walls/ceiling, chain link 8’ fences, doors, gates, hardware for doors 

and/or gates as needed for their activities. Not all temporary 

provisions are illustrated on the construction documents. The 

contractor shall include 64 square feet of sheetrock assembly patching 

to patch existing walls used as construction barriers to a 1 hour fire 

barrier rating in each project phase. The contractor shall include 20 

linear feet of red in color, fire caulk patching to existing walls used 

as construction barriers in each project phase. The contractor shall 

include UL listed fire barrier assemblies for temporary fire barrier 

protection thru construction barriers and other permanent fire 

barriers.  

Prior to installing temporary walls, the contractor and the COR shall 

inspect the existing conditions to determine if existing penetrations 

exist in existing fire barriers. The contractor shall ensure all fire 

barriers around the construction site are compliant prior to commencing 

with other non-fire barrier related construction activities. 

Temporary construction walls/ceilings shall be constructed of 

noncombustible material (metal framing with gypsum sheathing), per a UL 

rated 1hr fire rated assembly, sound insulated with mineral wool batts 

and to a level 2 finish on the public side of the wall/ceiling. If the 

temporary construction wall/ceiling will remain in place for more than 

5 business days, it shall be painted to cover, the color of the 

adjacent wall. Wood shall not be used in the temporary wall/ceiling 

assemblies. Corner guards or similar protective furnishing shall be at 

the contractors discretion. It is the contractors responsibility to 

repair/maintain the temporary assemblies due to wear and tear caused by 

operations of the VA, contractor shall include costs for upkeep of the 

temporary barriers. Not all temporary wall/ceiling locations are 

illustrated on the plans. The contractor shall include material and 

labor as needed to separate VA occupied space and the construction 

activity. Temporary walls/ceilings shall be assembled in a manner to 

control dust per ICRA and remain compliant with below fire resistant 

poly duration limitations. 

Temporary construction doors (interior and exterior) shall be an UL 

rated assembly with a minimum rating to be installed into a 1 hr fire 

rated wall. Not all construction ingress and egress doors are 

illustrated on the plans. The contractor shall include material and 



labor for temporary doors and hardware to separate VA occupied space 

and the construction site. Repairing existing doors with wood filler 

due to temporary door hardware is not allowed. If the contractor alters 

an existing door for use as a temporary construction door, it shall be 

replaced with a new like and kind door assembly. 

Fire resistant poly products per NFPA 241 shall only be used as dust 

control. It shall be used for up to (1) 8 hour work shift in a single 

location.  

9. Contractor shall comply with VHA St. Cloud influenza policy (VHA 

Directive 1192.01 and VHA Directive 1013). Contractor shall direct all 

subcontractors working on site to also comply with VHA St. Cloud 

influenza policy.  To comply with this policy, all contractors must 

complete a Health Care Personnel Influenza Vaccination Form during the 

influenza season which is generally from December 1 through March 31; 

however, it can vary from one season or geographic location to 

another.  For security reasons, these forms are to be submitted 

directly to the St. Cloud VA Infection Prevention Nurse, whom will 

document and track influenza vaccination status. Starting at the end of 

December until the end of March, Contractor shall provide monthly a 

list of all contractors working on site. This list will be provided to 

the St. Cloud VA Infection Prevention Nurse whom can check against 

their documentation to confirm forms have been received for all 

contractors working on site during the influenza season. A copy of 

Directive 1192.01 and Directive 1013 and Health Care Personnel 

Influenza Vaccination Forms are available upon request. 
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C. Key Control: 

3. Door hardware installed in construction doors is to be self-closing 

and storage function lock, able to receive a BEST 7 pin core and only 

operable with a key. The VA will install the construction core and 

issue keys to the contractor’s personnel. All construction fences are 

to be locked with a VA lock in series so VA engineering and police 

personnel have emergency access at all times. Construction fences are 

to be kept locked at all times to prevent access by patients and VA 

unauthorized staff. Contractor is to provide means of egress from the 

site that keeps the site secure from the exterior. Keys to necessary 



construction areas can be checked out with the approval of the COR. The 

contractor is to give a minimum of 15 business days’ notice for 

security approval for areas that need to be entered for construction 

purposes.  

 

4.VA construction core keys will be issued to the contractor as deemed 

necessary by the COR.  All keys must be returned when no longer needed 

or upon completion of the contract.  There will be a $25 charge for 

each key not returned at the end of the contract.  Should VA security 

be compromised as a result of failure to return a key(s), there will be 

an additional charge to the contractor of $25 for each door re-cored. 

There will be a $75 charge for any VA padlocks not returned by the 

contractor. 
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1.6 Operations and Storage 

  G. Execute work so as to interfere as little as possible with the 

normal functioning of the Health Care System as a whole, 

including operations of utility services, fire protection systems 

and any existing equipment, and with work being done by others. 

The Contractor shall notify the COR prior to the use of equipment 

and tools that transmit vibrations and noises that can be either 

felt or heard outside the work site (core drilling, chipping 

hammer, jack hammer etc.). COR approval to use such equipment and 

tools shall be obtained in advance, not less than  10 business 

days prior to the use of such tools, in order to allow advance 

coordination with health care staff. Contractor to include 

pricing in the offer for executing this work off hours, before 

8am and/or after 4:30 pm or as indicated in the construction 

documents. This applies to all VA occupied space and any occupied 

space adjacent to construction activities where noise above 80 

decibel or vibration can be felt or heard. 

   1. Do not store materials and equipment in other than assigned 

areas.  



2. Contractor shall coordinate and utilize just in time material and 

equipment delivery system. Long term storage of material is not 

allowed. Storage of common construction material beyond 5 business 

days is not allowed. Schedule delivery of materials and equipment to 

construction working areas in quantities sufficient for not more 

than 5 work days as the staging/storage areas as indicated on the 

plans allow. Provide unobstructed access to Health Care System areas 

required to remain in operation. No storage allowed in occupied 

mechanical, electrical, plumbing rooms. Storage in Contractors 

staging area only.  
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M. Utilities Services:  

Replace existing spec language 01-00-00 section 1.6 M with the 

following: Utility Outage: Maintain existing utility services for 

Health Care System at all times. Not all details will be shown on 

the construction plan. Contractor shall request any additional 

information prior to bid if needed, contractor shall field verify 

electrical, HVAC, water, sewer and life systems in project area 

to provide material and equipment to maintain existing utilities 

for construction, life safety and operations of adjacent/impacted 

patients and/or staff. Provide temporary facilities, labor, 

materials, equipment, connections, and utilities to assure 

uninterrupted services. Where necessary to cut existing water, 

steam, gases, sewer or air pipes, or conduits, wires, cables, 

etc. of utility services or of fire protection systems and 

communications systems (including telephone), they shall be cut 

and capped at suitable places where shown; or, in absence of such 

indication, the Contractor shall coordinate in advance with the 

COR and receive COR approval to proceed prior to any such cuts or 

caps. The Contractor shall coordinate with the COR and the 

Utility Company when applicable. Utility pathways no longer used 

shall be removed back to the common source (main, branch, panel, 

junction box, etc). 

1. No utility service such as water, gas, steam, sewers or electricity, 

or fire protection systems and communications systems may be 



interrupted without 15 business day notice and prior approval of the 

COR. No “HOT TAPPING” of any utility service other than storm or 

sanitary utilities is allowed unless under extreme circumstances. If 

these circumstances are determined appropriate and approved by the 

Chief Engineer, all work must follow Facilities Management 

Memorandum 23 “Hot Tapping Procedures”.  All services under work 

shall be isolated and all energy released before work begins. 

Electrical work shall be accomplished with all affected circuits or 

equipment de-energized. When an electrical outage cannot be 

accomplished, work on any energized circuits or equipment shall not 

commence without a detailed work plan, the Health Care System 

Director’s prior knowledge and written approval. Refer to 

specification Sections 26 05 11, REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRICAL 

INSTALLATIONS, 27 05 11 REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMUNICATIONS 

INSTALLATIONS and 28 05 11, REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRONIC SAFETY AND 

SECURITY INSTALLATIONS for additional requirements. 

2. Contractor shall submit a request to interrupt any such services to 

the COR, in writing, 15 business days in advance of proposed 

interruption. Request shall state reason, date, exact time of, and 

approximate duration of such interruption. The contractor will 

identify the detailed work activity plan related including a 

contingency plan with this request. The request shall be submitted 

to the COR via the RFI process.  

3. Contractor will be advised (in writing) of approval of request, or 

of which other date and/or time such interruption will cause least 

inconvenience to operations of Health Care System. Interruption time 

approved by Health Care System may occur at other than Contractor's 

normal working hours.  

4. Major interruptions (any utility systems affecting operations of the 

Health Care System, i.e. power, water, steam, heating, cooling etc 

outside of the immediate construction work site) of any system must 

be requested, in writing, at least 15 business days prior to the 

desired time and shall be performed as directed by the COR.  

5. In case of a contract construction emergency, service will be 

interrupted on approval of the COR. Such approval will be confirmed 

in writing as soon as practical.  

6. Whenever it is required that a connection fee be paid to a public 

utility provider for new permanent service to the construction 

project, for such items as water, sewer, electricity, gas or steam, 



payment of such fee shall be the responsibility of the Government 

and not the Contractor. 

#10 

Q. Construction Fence: 

    Construction Fence: Before construction operations begin, 

Contractor shall provide a chain link construction fence, 2.1m 

(seven feet) minimum height, around the construction area(s) 

indicated on the drawings or as required confining all 

construction activities and staged materials, equipment etc. All 

fences designed and intended to run parallel to sidewalks and 

roadways shall be at least 5’ away from the edge/shoulder of 

sidewalks and/or roadways. Provide vehicle and “man gate” (s) for 

access with necessary hardware, including hasps and padlocks. The 

“man gate”(s) shall have panic hardware installed on the gate to 

allow emergency egress from the construction staging area(s) and 

construction work zone(s) to the public way. Contractor must 

provide hardware on gate to provide exit ability of contractor’s 

staff and not allow access to unauthorized persons at the 

facility. An exterior grade metal door and frame (with 

appropriate hardware per ingress & egress requirements) 

professionally and securely installed into the fence assembly can 

be an alternative to “man gate (s)”. VA engineering staff must 

have the ability to access this gate at any time. Fasten fence 

fabric to terminal posts with tension bands and to line posts and 

top and bottom rails with tie wires spaced at maximum 375mm (15 

inches). Bottom of fences shall extend to 25mm (one inch) above 

grade. Access to the contractors’ staging area and/or work site 

shall remain secure at all times. Secure is defined as locked to 

prevent unauthorized entrance to the construction site or during 

times of entrance or delivery, a construction representative 

shall be within 10 yards of the gate, monitoring the gate to 

prevent unauthorized access. Removal of construction fence shall 

be coordinated in advance with the COR. 
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1.9 PROTECTION OF EXISTING VEGETATION, STRUCTURES, EQUIPMENT, UTILITIES, AND 

IMPROVEMENTS 

   A. Replace Spec 01-00-00 section 1.9 A with the following: 

   The Contractor shall preserve and protect all surfaces including 

but not limited to asphalt, sidewalks, curbs, structures, 

equipment, and vegetation (such as trees, shrubs, and grass) on 

or adjacent to the work site, which are not to be removed and 

which do not unreasonably interfere with the work required under 

this contract. The Contractor shall only remove trees when 

specifically authorized to do so, and shall avoid damaging 

vegetation that will remain in place. If any limbs or branches of 

trees are broken during contract performance, or by the careless 

operation of equipment, or by workmen, the Contractor shall trim 

those limbs or branches with a clean cut and paint the cut with a 

tree-pruning compound. Any grass that is damaged during 

construction will have the pre-existing grade restored, be sodded 

and maintained until the sod is firmly rooted as determined by 

the COR. Sod will be watered by contractor and may not exceed 4 

inches while the contractor is responsible for the sod.  Any 

trees/shrubs not identified for demolition shall remain. The 

contractor shall protect the existing trees/shrubs from damage by 

enclosing the dripline area with plastic fence. No material, 

vehicles and/or equipment shall be stored within this protected 

area. Tree trimming is not allowed as the trees are considered 

“historic”. Contractors shall make all reasonable efforts to use 

other methods to not conflict with trees (i.e. shorter/smaller 

equipment).  
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E. Contractor shall maintain grounds in and around their construction 

site including all staging, storage and parking areas assigned to this 

contract (referred to as construction area). Contractor shall remove 

debris promptly within construction areas. Contractor shall mow and 

weed whip the construction areas and weed whip on the public side of 

their construction fences. Mowing and whipping shall occur on regular 



basis at all times throughout the active contract to prevent vegetation 

from exceeding 4” in height. Weed control shall be maintained 

throughout the construction contract period with a plan approved by the 

COR to return construction site to the preexisting condition unless 

stated otherwise. 

   Contractor shall make all reasonable attempts to prevent tracking or 

other type of unintentional debris transferring of material. Should 

this occur, the contractor shall complete clean up the affected areas 

within 2 hours of the discovery. 

   Inlet protection bags shall be clear of debris after each rain event. 

Any erosion control blankets or spikes used shall be biodegradable. 

   Contractor shall not use a “restricted use” herbicide 

   Contractors Staging area will be adjacent to a storm water BMP. The 

contractor shall include biologs, silt fence, drive off matts and other 

protections to prevent sediment, erosion and other negative impacts to 

the adjacent area.  
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1.22 AVAILABILITY AND USE OF UTILITY SERVICES  

A.  

1. The Government shall make all reasonably required amounts of utilities 

available to the Contractor from existing outlets and supplies, as 

specified in the contract. The Contractor shall carefully conserve all 

utilities furnished.  

2. Contractor shall submit all utility, waste recycling reports with 

monthly pay app. Contractor shall accurately measure all VA utilities 

used (example, electricity, water, steam). 

B. The Contractor, at Contractor's expense and in a workmanlike manner, in 

compliance with code and as satisfactory to the Contracting Officer, 

shall install and maintain all necessary temporary connections and 

distribution lines. Before final acceptance of the work by the 

Government, the Contractor shall remove all the temporary connections, 

distribution lines, meters, and associated paraphernalia and repair 

restore the infrastructure as required.  



C. Contractor shall furnish and install temporary utility meters at 

Contractor's expense and furnish the Health Care System a monthly 

record of the Contractor's usage of all furnished utilities including 

but not limited to electricity, water and steam.  

D. Heat: Furnish temporary heat necessary to prevent injury to work and 

materials through dampness and cold. Use of open flame devices 

including but not limited to ‘salamander’ is not permitted on St Cloud 

VA property. Use only indirect heat exchanger heaters. Maintain minimum 

temperatures as specified for various materials:  

1. Obtain heat by connecting to Health Care System heating distribution 

system.  

a. Steam is available at no cost to Contractor. Building must be 

dried in (weather tight), perimeter completely insulated per design 

and deemed not wasteful (by Chief Engineer) of VA utilities prior to 

heating with steam. 

b. Electric Resistance heat is not allowed. 

2. If the contractor elects not to connect to the nearest available 

steam supply, gas/fuel heaters will be allowed with a submitted plan 

that is approved by the COR and facility Safety Officer. 

a. Gas/fuel heaters must be an indirect heat unit with a heat 

exchanger. The unit must utilize a fresh air intake and exhaust 

outdoors. 

b. All gas/fuel is to be supplied by the contractor at contractor’s 

expense. 

E. Electricity (for Construction and Testing): Furnish all temporary 

electric services.  

1. Obtain electricity by connecting to the Health Care System 

electrical distribution system. The Contractor shall meter and pay 

for electricity required for electric cranes and hoisting devices, 

electrical welding devices and any electrical heating devices 

providing temporary heat. Electricity for all other uses is 

available at no cost to the Contractor.  

F. Water (for Construction and Testing): Furnish temporary water service.   



1. Obtain water by connecting to the Health Care System water 

distribution system. Provide reduced pressure backflow preventer at 

each connection as per code. Water is available at no cost to the 

Contractor.  

2. Maintain connections, pipe, fittings and fixtures and conserve 

water-use so none is wasted. Failure to stop leakage or other wastes 

may be cause for revocation (at Contracting Officer’s discretion) of 

use of water from Health Care System’s system.  

3. Water from the potable water system may not be used for irrigation. 

Irrigation water is available on campus near the Sauk River pump 

from Monday through Friday, June through the end of September 

between the hours of 1pm to 4pm. Contractor shall arrange for 

transportation of water, and source of water outside of those times. 

4. Contractor Water Activities - any action in which water is used on a 

construction site that creates an aerosolized risk (landscape watering, 

compaction watering, moisture content adjustments, dust mitigation, 

cleaning, surface preparation, dewatering pumps etc.) shall be 

conducted off-hours when patients are not traversing the grounds to 

prevent risk of legionella impacts. Contractors shall not utilize a 

method of watering that aerosolizes to create a legionella risk to 

adjacent patients. The contractors watering activities shall be 

completed under supervision of an employee of the prime contractor. 
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1.25 INSTRUCTIONS  

D. During submittal period:  Contractor will be provided an 

electronic copy of the VA equipment log spreadsheet.  During the 

initial start-up, the contractor shall submit the populated 

spreadsheet to include the following information for each piece 

of equipment: 

o Equipment installed 

o Manufacturer of equipment 

o Model # of equipment 

o Serial # of equipment 

o Location of equipment 

o Market value of equipment 

o Purchase date of equipment 

o Manufacturer warranty end date of equipment 



   Contractor shall also furnish Maintenance and Operating manuals 

(hard copies and electronic), completed start-up check lists and 

verbal instructions when the equipment is activated and as 

required by the various sections of the specifications and as 

hereinafter specified.  
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1.31 PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION  

A. Contractor will provide progress photos to the COR weekly 

documenting progress of the jobsite. Photos will show overall 

installations per current industry standards. 
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1.35 SITE INSPECTIONS 

A. The Government reserves the right to inspect the project site during 

contractor performance. Inspections shall conform to FAR 52.246-12 and 

herein described. 

B. Inspections shall be conducted randomly on a daily basis by the 

assigned COR and/or other Facilities Management (FM) staff members. 

Once per week project sites may be inspected by Facilities Management 

team. Work shall continue during these inspections as usual, as these 

are routine compliance inspections. 

C. Throughout the duration of the project the contractor shall schedule 

critical milestone inspections and obtain approval from the Contracting 

Officer and COR in order to proceed with the work.  

1. At minimum the Contractor shall schedule inspections for any 

underground, in floor, in wall, above ceiling, concrete, concrete 

reinforcement, partial final and final inspection work. If any work 

is covered without inspection, it is the Contractor’s responsibility 

to uncover the work at the Contractors expense for inspection. These 

is inspections are for the benefit of the Government. It is the 

contractors responsibility (regardless of an inspection and/or 

results of an inspection) to comply with the terms of the contract.   

a. Above ceiling inspections are treated as final inspections for 

items above the ceiling. All items shall be installed into the 

ceiling with exception of the acoustical tile or finished surface 

(sheetrock etc.). Ceiling tile or finished surface required for 



items to be mounted to (such as speakers) are allowed to be 

installed prior to inspection. One M&O clearance pre-inspection 

with appropriate contractor coordination drawings is allowed 

prior to above ceiling inspection 

2. Contractor shall request inspection date 15 business days prior to 

the proposed inspection date. The Government will make all 

reasonable attempts to schedule inspection within 5 business days of 

the proposed inspection date. However, an alternate date may be 

scheduled by the COR. This shall not constitute a delay to the 

schedule, if within a reasonable time period.  

3. Written inspection reports will be furnished to the contractor by 

the Government. In the event there are discrepancies that effect 

follow on tasks, the Contractor shall not proceed with work without 

written approval from the Contracting Officer. This inspection log 

is generic; the specific project may require additional or less 

inspections depending upon the construction, site location and 

impacts. Coordinate with COR and Contracting Officer throughout the 

project for more information. Contracting Officers have the final 

authority on all punch lists. If the COR chooses to send an informal 

punch list to the contractor, that punch list is for reference only. 

If the COR chooses to send this information they have at least 5 

business days to format and submit to the contractor.  

4. Inspections by VA and or A/E personnel do not release the contractor 

from following the contract documents. The contractor shall have all 

work completed and ready for the requested inspection. The VA 

reserves the right to deny an inspection due to incomplete, 

unacceptable work. The contractor cannot claim delays for failure to 

prepare for requested inspection. All inspection requests must be 

submitted 15 business days prior to the requested date. Reasonable 

attempts will be made to accommodate the Contractor’s request.  

5. Should VA personnel identify items that do not meet or exceed the 

requirements for maintenance and safety clearances it is the 

contractor’s responsibility to remove and reinstall the item(s) at 

no additional cost to the Government.  

6. At the start of any Contractor requested inspection, the Contractor 

shall submit to the COR 3 copies of the Contractor’s inspection 



records. The Contractor shall develop, maintain and document an 

inspection system acceptable to the Government to ensure that all work 

performed under the contract conforms to the contract requirements. The 

Contractor shall maintain complete inspection records documenting 

deficiencies and corrective actions. The Superintendent shall sign off 

on each deficiency listed upon completion. 
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1.36 Project/Phase Occupancy 

A. Prior to VA occupancy of any portion of the project the contractor 

shall provide all training (maintenance of equipment, operation of 

equipment, lockout/tag out training of equipment), operation manuals, 

maintenance manuals, safety manuals (including lockout/tag out and 

permit required confine space forms completed by contractors on the VA 

format used during construction), as built documents, the VA inspection 

packet and inspection records kept by the contractors which demonstrate 

contract compliance. The contractor will not be granted a time 

extension and will not be allowed to proceed due to not providing 

proper documents for the VA to occupy the space.  

#18 

1.37 Contracting Officer Representative Coordination 

A. Contracting Officer Representative (COR) will be onsite while the 

contract is active. CORs will be available at all times for 

emergencies. Contractors are to coordinate with the CORs schedule for 

inspections, coordination, etc. It is the responsibility of the 

contractor to submit Requests For Information (RFI) within a reasonable 

time frame. Typical RFI processing duration is 15 – 20 calendar days 

per RFI, subject to complexity. Contractor has a duty to coordinate 

upcoming work and seek clarifications in a timely manner to prevent 

contract delays and diligently pursue the contract. Contractor shall 

provide submittals for COR’s and/or A/E’s review within a reasonable 

time frame. Typical submittal review process duration is 25 calendar 

days per submittal, subject to complexity of the submittal.  

B. For working outside the “regular hours” as defined in the contract, the 

General Contractor shall give 15 business days’ notice to the 

Contracting Officer and the COR so that arrangements can be made. This 



notice is separate from any notices required for utility shutdown 

described in other sections. 

#19 

1.38 Required Permits 

     The contractor shall request and coordinate information to obtain the 

following permits. 

A. Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 

B. Infectious Control Risk Assessment  

C. Excavation/Trenching 

D. Hot Work 

E. Lock Out/Tag Out  

F. Confined Space 

G. Energized Work  

o Including removing electrical panel covers 

H. Demolition Permit  

o Will be approved after NFPA 241, ICRA, security, other temporary 

safety/security measures including approved GEMS measures are 

installed by the contractor per contract. 
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1.39 GC Supervision 

     The contractor shall request and coordinate information to comply with 

supervision requirements 

A. The GC shall employee a superintendent either via contract or via 

direct employee. 

B. Each superintendent shall be assigned to only 1 contract/project for 

the duration of the period of performance of the contract.  

C. Each superintendent shall have construction management experience in a 

healthcare setting.  

D. Each superintendent shall have ICRA, SWPPP and OSHA 30 certification. 



E. Each superintendent shall assume reasonability of the construction site 

under this contract and the safety of those whom enter it.  

#21 

1.40 Locates 

A. The GC shall contract/employ a locate crew for locating public and 

private utilities on VA grounds. Any locate paint, flags or other 

locate markers on the VA grounds, not contained in an approved 

construction fence after 10 business days is consider abandoned. VA 

will remove locate markers to maintain grounds. It will be the 

contractors responsibility to relocate the utilities if needed. Damage 

to existing utilities is subject to repair by the contractor. 
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